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definitely of repeated births into the world. In both, the
principle is the same, the idea that the human Spirit
coming forth from God is not inherently holy, save by his
derivation from the One Supreme Holiness; that the
holiness in nature which is due to his being derived from
God may be partially lost for a time. When the Spirit
has lost his primitive innocence, then he is spoken of as
the soul—the soul being the intermediate state between
the Spirit and the body, that which gathers experience,
that which passes through the various worlds in the
universe, and returns ultimately with the experience he
has gathered to his primal home in God.
Now it is found that the Fathers attacked very bitter-
ly and denounced very vehemently one form of the doctrine
which was current among the Greeks and the Romans, in
the literature of their time ; and that is the idea that the
human soul can pass into an animal form.   But the
very fact that that is the only form of pre-existence and
reincarnation that they denounced makes all the stronger
their general acceptance of the principle just described.
But in order to understand the position in which
the Church of Christ arose, a comprehension is necessary
of the Jewish environment and the thoughts and views
of the Jewish people to whom, of course, the Apostles
and the early disciples belonged, and among whom, accord-
ing to genealogy, Jesus Himself took birth. In the Old
Testament, the verse from Jeremiah: ts Before thou
earnest forth from the womb I sanctified thee, and I
ordained thee a prophet" (i, 5), is one that is referred to
by several Fathers of the Church in this very relation
of the pre-existence of the human soul. Both Origen
and Jerome distinctly refer to the statement, that
before Jeremiah was born he was sanctified as a prophet,

